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1986-2006 
www.uniprot.org

1965 1965 – 65 proteins
“Atlas of Protein Sequence and Structure” : 

the first protein “database” (Margaret Dayhoff) 

1986 1986 – ~ 3’900 proteins 
SwissSwiss--Prot: 1st release (July 21st): Prot: 1st release (July 21st): 

During his PhD thesis, Amos Bairoch 
designed a protein sequence analysis tool 
(COMPSEQ-PC/Gene) and a new protein 

sequence database: Swiss-Prot was born… 
a serendipitous unplanned event ! 

19961996 – 59’021 proteins 

SwissSwiss--Prot funding crisisProt funding crisis: failure of granting agencies to  find a 
solution to finance Swiss-Prot.  

A cry for help resulted in 2’500 messages of support within 2 months

TrEMBL 1st releaseTrEMBL 1st release - 61’137 proteins

19891989 – 8’702 proteins 
Beginning of the collaboration between 

Geneva University and the EMBL data library

First release of SwissFirst release of Swiss--Prot on a CDProt on a CD, 
produced by Genofit, a Swiss company 

…then most users had to buy a CD-ROM !

19981998 – 77’977 proteins
Creation of the Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics (SIB)Creation of the Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics (SIB)

… implementation of an annual subscription 

fee for commercial users (via GeneBio)

19931993 – 33’329 proteins 

Creation of ExPASy: Creation of ExPASy: the Swiss-Prot home server and the 
first www server in biology

Creation of the European Bioinformatics Institute Creation of the European Bioinformatics Institute 
(EBI) (EBI) 

1952 1952 – 1 protein
Sequence of the first protein: insulin

(Frederick Sanger)

20022002 – 122’564 proteins
Creation of the Creation of the UniProt UniProt ConsortiumConsortium

SIB- EBI- PIR 

Swiss-Prot becomes UniProtKB/Swiss-Prot

and  is free again for everyone !
20062006 – ~250’000 proteins

Welcome in Welcome in Fortaleza Fortaleza !!

Swiss-Prot and 
TrEMBL had about 
the same number of 
protein sequences ! 

A tool to help 
typing manually 
the protein 
sequence…

Working for sequence 
databases is a heavy 
construction job…

Science (1996), 272, 946.

When I grow up I will 
be an exobiologist and 

study life on Mars 

The equivalent of 53 floppy disks (1.2-Mb )…

1988 1988 – 7’724 proteins
Creation of the Creation of the 

Sequence Retrieval System (SRS) Sequence Retrieval System (SRS) 
around Swiss-Prot (Thure Etzold) 

A few weeks before EBI building was finished

The first Swiss-Prot 
entry: P00001 
(now P99999)

Amos’ main ambition

Michael – Rolf - Amos- Shyamala- Brigitte
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